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The Jamestown Voyage

On December 20,  FORMDROPDOWN 
, just over one hundred English men and boys set sail for a long voyage across the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 Ocean in three small wooden ships.  About half of the men on board were English gentlemen, but some were craftsmen and laborers.  Ocean travel was very dangerous in the early seventeenth century, but they were willing to take the   FORMDROPDOWN 
.  They were heading to the New World to start the first permanent English  FORMDROPDOWN 
 in America.

The  FORMDROPDOWN 
 hoped to find riches in America, as well as a trade route to Asia through the Pacific Ocean.  They also planned to produce raw materials, like lumber, which were scarce or did not exist in England.  The settlers hoped to find  FORMDROPDOWN 
 and become landowners in America.

After almost  FORMDROPDOWN 
 months at sea, the settlers reached  FORMDROPDOWN 
.  They sailed across the Chesapeake Bay and arrived at the mouth of the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 River, which they named in honor of their king, James I.  After two weeks of exploration, they chose to settle on a small peninsula of land in the James River.  They thought this location would be easy to defend against attack from either land or sea.  They also hoped that it would have a good supply of  FORMDROPDOWN 
 water.  
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