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Political Parties Emerge

     In the debate over the ratification of the Constitution,  FORMDROPDOWN 
 Jefferson and Alexander  FORMDROPDOWN 
 had opposing views on the role of the national government.  A few years later, Hamilton and Jefferson became the leaders of opposing political parties.  Thomas Jefferson was the leader of the Antifederalist  FORMDROPDOWN 
 party.  Alexander Hamilton was the leader of the Federalist political party.  

     Alexander Hamilton, a leading Federalist during the debate over the Constitution, became leader of the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 political party.  Hamilton wanted a strong central government and limits on the states powers.  The goal of his Federalist Party was to promote industry, business and trade.  Hamilton and the Federalists believed that the establishment of a national  FORMDROPDOWN 
 was important for trade and business in the nation.

     Antifederalists disliked the new  FORMDROPDOWN 
.  They thought the Constitution made the national government so strong that it would overpower the states.  They also wanted safeguards to  FORMDROPDOWN 
 people’s rights.  The  FORMDROPDOWN 
 favored small business and farmers.  They opposed a national bank.  Powerful speakers like  FORMDROPDOWN 
Henry and George Mason of Virginia were leaders of the Antifederalists.  Thomas Jefferson was also an Antifederalist.  Jefferson later became  FORMDROPDOWN 
 of a political party called the Democratic Republicans.  
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